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The  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

INTRODUCTION. 

A  survey  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  England  and  Wales  in  1941  recently 
published  by  the  Medical  Statistical  Officer  of  the  General  Register  Office  permits 
a  comparison  of  the  figures  obtaining  in  the  country  as  a  whole  with  the  Borough 
in  particular.  England  and  WMles  figures  are  given  in  brackets. 

The  birth  rate,  which  for  some  years  has  been  steadily  falling,  and  which 
reached  its  lowest  in  1937,  viz.,  14.00,  showed  an  improvement,  and  stands  at 
17.27  per  1,000  living  (14.2).  Stillbirths  represented  3-4  cent,  of  the  total 
births  (3.5  per  cent.).  The  England  and  Wales  figures  are  regarded  as  a  very 
satisfactory  improvement  under  war  conditions. 

The  death  rate  was  13.84  (12.9)  per  1,000  living,  the  lowest  rate  recorded  in 
Preston  since  1933.  The  rate  has  been  steadily  rising  until  it  reached  16.72  in 
1940.  The  England  and  W  ales  rate  included  deaths  due  to  enemy  action.  I  he 
rate  from  diseases  only  was  11. y,  so  that  an  improvement,  satisfactory  as  it  is, 
illustrates  the  indifferent  position  our  town  occupies  judged  by  this  yard-stick 
of  living  conditions  and  habits  of  life. 

Infant  mortality  was  71  per  1,000  born  (58).  The  rate  is  20  less  than  in 
1940  and  13  higher  than  in  our  record  3'ear,  1939-  Among  infectious  diseases 
deaths  from  the  typhoid  group,  small-pox  and  epidemic  influenza  have  been 
absent.  Measles,  with  a  death  rate  of  0.02  (0.03)  shews  a  satisfactory  figure, 
considering  the  large  scale  epidemic  which  prevailed.  Diarrhoea  and  enteiitis 
under  2  years  of. age,  with  a  death  rate  of  0.15  (5-t))  leflects  an  astonishingly 
advantageous  position.  The  mortality  from  diphtheria  was  0.04  (0-07),  and 
from  whooping  cough  0.07  (0.08). 
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The  position  as  to  tuberculosis  is  disturbing  in  that  it  indicates  that  an  inroad 
is  being  made  into  our  hitherto  steady  and  solid  gains.  The  rates  in  the  last 
three  years  have  been  as  follows  : 


Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary. 

Total. 

1939  ... 

0.65 

0.13 

0.78 

1940 

0.58 

0.07 

0.65 

1941  ... 

0.61 

0.20 

0.81 

To  quote  from  the  survey  : 

“  Respiratory  tuberculosis  behaved  in  the  same  way  in  the  first  two 
years  of  the  last  war,  an  increase  of  2,965  deaths  occurring  from  1914  to  1915, 
followed  b\'  a  slight  fall  of  34  in  1916.  The  explanation  ma}-  be  that  the 
additional  stresses,  physical  and  psychological,  imposed  by  war  conditions 
proved  too  much  for  many  patients  already  ill  with  phthisis,  so  that  they 
died  in  1940  or  1941,  before  they  would  otherwise  have  done.  If  this  were 
the  only  effect  produced  by  the  war  we  should  expect  no  further  rise  in 
deaths,  but  if  new  infections  are  on  an  increased  scale  the  effect  of  these  upon 
the  deaths  is  likely  to  appear  in  1942,  as  it  did  in  1917  when  the  deaths  again 
rose.” 

Figures  as  to  population  and  number  of  births  and  deaths  have  been  omitted 
at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  A  general  note,  however,  on  the 
population  should  be  given.  Since  the  war  started  there  has  been  an  efflux  of 
young  men  and  women  into  the  Services.  This  has  been  more  than  balanced  by 
the  influx  of  war  workers,  a  considerable  number  of  unofficial  refugees  and 
evacuees,  and,  in  and  around  the  town,  members  of  the  Services.  Housing  is  very 
difficult,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  overcrowding.  As  a  consequence  of  this, 
there  has  to  be  recorded  an  increase  of  parasitic  infections,  including  scabies. 
High  wages  and  a  drastic  cut  in  the  sale  of  consumption  goods  tend  to  increase 
alcoholism  and  venereal  diseases. 

The  demands  of  war  industries  have  compelled  industrial  centres  to  make 
some  provision  for  the  young  children  of  women  now  being  absorbed.  As  has 
been  previously  reported,  the  Nursery  School  in  Stoneygate  and  the  Nurserv 
Departments  of  Frenchwood  and  Holme  Slack  Schools  were  converted  into  War 
Nurseries.  Recently,  the  Infants  Department  at  the  new  school  at  Farringdon 
Park  has  been  similarly  adapted,  a  prefabricated  hut  accommodating  30  children 
has  been  opened  near  the  Fishwick  School,  and  four  others  are  in  process  of 
erection.  Work  is  going  on  to  equip  Haighton  House,  perhaps  better  known  as 
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Squire  Anderton’s,  as  a  Residential  Nursery  for  30 — 35  children,  and  negotiations 
are  proceeding  for  the  acquirement  of  another  large  house  for  a  similar  purpose. 
The  demand  for  this  service  is  very  great,  and  we  shall  shortly  have  under  our 
care  about  400  children.  The  value  of  this  work  should  not  be  assessed  merely 
in  terms  of  providing  pre-school  children  with  good  food,  fresh  air  and  cleanliness. 
There  is  a  continuous  educational  urge  behind  everything  done  in  these  establish¬ 
ments.  Children  are  passing  on  into  the  elementary  schools  immensely  benefited 
in  health,  habits  and  knowledge.  I  would  like  to  say  how  much  this  beneficial 
movement  owes  to  the  Director  of  Education,  who  has  done  far  more  than  his 
share  of  the  work. 

It  is  a  matter  for  sober  satisfaction  that  the  health  of  the  people  should 
have  been  so  well  maintained  after  three  years  of  war.  I  think  that  the  main 
factors  have  been  that  good  food  at  reasonable  prices  has  been  available  for  all, 
and  that  our  morale  is  high. 

Thanking  the  Committee  for  their  understanding  and  help  in  our  many  and 
manifold  difficulties. 

E.  A.  SHARPE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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A^— Statistics  and 


Social  Conditions  of  the  District* 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  5>757  acres. 

Popa.  la.  t/on 

Summary  of  Social  and  Vital  Statistics* 


Total  cost  of  the  services  administered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  and  the  School  Medical  Service 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee  for  the  year  ending 
March  31st,  1941,  was  as  follows  : 


Expenditure 
Income  ... 


£97,811  i8s.  7d. 
£28,115  13s.  iid. 


Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total 

/W 

■ 


Males 


Females  Birth  Rate 
■  16.03 

6^11  1.23 


No.  of  Still  Births  ...  ^ 

Deaths — Nett  ...  B 


Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  34 
Rate  per  1,000  population... 13. 84 


Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  44-36 


Number  of  Marriages — 1153. 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child  birth  : — 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  Live  and  Still  Births 
From  Sepsis  ...  ...  H  ^  i-49 

From  other  causes  ...  B  4^  1.98 

Death  rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 
Legitimate — 70.  Illegitimate — 80.  Total — 71. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  192 
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— General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area> 

^—Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority,  See  previous  reports. 

2, — Nursing  in  the  Home, 

(a)  General, 

The  Council  contributes  £200  per  annum  to  the  Preston  District  Nursing 
Association,  and  is  represented  on  the  Committee  of  Management.  The 
Association  is  organised  into  ward  committees.  The  Provident  Scheme 
provides  a  substantial  portion  of  the  revenue.  The  work  during  1941  showed 
a  decrease  compared  with  that  done  in  1940.  The  orpnisation  is  well  sup¬ 
ported  and  is  increasing  its  scope  of  usefulness  and  service.  In  addition  to  the 
above  Association,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  maintains  five  nursing  sisters, 
members  of  religious  orders,  in  the  Moorfields  Convent,  and  a  similar  numbei 
in  a  Home  in  Moor  Park  Avenue.  Most  of  these  nurses  are  fully  trained  ; 
their  duties  include  not  onh^  nursing,  but  such  other  domestic  duties  as  may 
arise. 


(b)  Infectious  Diseases, 

The  Preston  District  Nursing  Association  undertakes  the  _  nursing  of 
measles,  whooping  cough,  pneumonia,  and  other  cases  of  infectious  disease 
not  usually  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

3, — Midwives  Practising  in  the  Area, 

Number  of  State  Certified  Midwives  .  3^ 

Thirty-one  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practise  during  the  year, 
ten  of  whom  are  salaried  midwives.  Twenty-one  of  these  are  employed  in 
maternity  hospitals  or  homes  and  do  no  domiciliary  midwifery. 

A  non-medical  supervisor  was  appointed  in  November,  1937- 


4, — National  Health  Insurance, 

Mr.  W.  Leyland,  Clerk  to  the  Preston  Insurance  Committee,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  information. 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  County  Borough  entitled  to  Medical 
Benefit  on  31st  December,  1941,  was  60,669.  Of  this  number  S9>7^7  were 
members  of  Approved  Societies,  the  remaining  962  being  Deposit  Contributors. 
The  total  is  a  decrease  of  182  on  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  60,851. 

The  mean  number  of  insured  persons  actually  on  doctors’  lists  for  the 
year  was  56,886,  and  the  number  on  the  list  of  Approved  Institutions  was 

iM5^- 
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In  1941  the  number  of  prescriptions  issued  was  253,864,  and  was  a 
deciease  of  32,069  on  the  1940  figure.  The  average  number  of  prescriptions 
issued  per  insured  person  was  4.46,  as  compared  with  4.92  for  1040  4  84 
for  1939,  and  4.99  for  193S.  .  u-  -  1 


The  total  drug  bill  for  i94r  was  £11,596  los.  id.,  the  avera.gc  cost  per 
insured  person  being  4s.  0.93d.  Other  years’  figures  are  ;  i94o,"4s.  o.92d. 
1939^  3S-  6.53d.  :  1938,  3s.  6.24d.  ;  and  1937,  3s.  io.28d. 

No  test  of  drugs  or  appliances  under  the  Testing  of  Drugs  Scheme 
were  made  during  the  year  1941.  As  a  general  practice,  this  scheme  has  been 
suspended  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 


On  31st  December,  1941,  there  were  64  practitioners  under  agreement 
with  the  Insurance  Committee.  This  number  includes  all  assistants  and 
the  resident  medical  officer  of  the  Preston  Friendly  Societies’  Medical 
Association,  and  is  a  decrease  of  2  on  the  figure  for  1940.  At  the  same  date 
there  were  48  chemists  establishments  in  the  Borough  undertaking  insurance 
dispensing.  This  figure  is  similar  to  that  of  the  previous  year. 

A  comparative  table  covering  the  years  1932-41,  showing  the  number 
ot  insured  persons,  and  the  number  of  prescriptions  issued,  is  given  below  : 


^^sured  No.  of  Prescriptions 

^  Persons  Issued 

^932  ...  59'5t2  ...  287,197 

^933  •••  58,165  ...  306,926 

^934  •••  56,708  ...  286,760 

^935  •••  56,733  ...  285,198 

^936  ...  57,439  297,148 

^937  •••  58,596  ...  307,019 

^938  ...  62,391  ...  283,644 

^939  •••  62,184  ...  284,322 

1940  ...  60,851  ...  285,933 

^941  ...  60,669  ...  253,864 


5* — Poor  Law  Medical  Out-RclicL 

The  duties  of  a  District  Medical  Officer  as  laid  down  in  the  Public 
Assistance  Order,  1930,  and  the  Districts  with  the  Medical  Officers  attached 
were  described  in  the  report  for  1931.  ’ 
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Outdoor  relief  paid 

in  respect  of  the  Borough  : — 

Year. 

Amount. 

£  s.  d. 

1934 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

29321  3  8 

1935 

,  ♦  .  *  •  •  •  ♦  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

39606  3  I 

1936 

...  ...  ••• 

37928  I  3 

1938 

.  .  •  •  .  •  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

40765  9  2 

1939 

•••  •••  ••• 

43134  7  6 

1940 

•  •  •  »  •  «  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

40762  10  7 

1941 

,  ,  ,  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  • 

25697  16  II 

6,_Work  done  for  the  Preston  Borough  by  the  Pathological  Department  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary  during  the  year  1940» 

One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one  examinations  were  carried 
out.  The  principal  items  were  ;  milk,  127  ;  sputum,  573  ;  throat  swabs 
for  diphtheria,  etc.,  818  ;  water,  32  ;  faeces,  122. 

In  addition  to  the  above  figures  (and  not  included  in  them)  during  1941 ; 
the  following  examinations  were  made  for  the  V.D.  department  : 

Films — ?  Gonococci  ...  ...  1217 

Serum — ?  Treponema  .  17 

Vaginal  discharge — ?  Trichemonas  25 

Total  .  1259 


7* — Hospitals. 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

Mr.  John  Gibson,  F.H.O.A.,  J.P.,  the  Superintendent  and  Secretary, 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  details  : — 

The  principal  general  hospital  in  the  district  is  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary,  a  voluntary  hospital  of  some  333  beds,  with  a  convalescent  home 
for  men  at  “  The  Willows,"  Ashton  (26  beds)  and  for  women  and  chddren  at 
Lostock  Hall  (46  beds) — 405  normal  beds  in  all,  whilst  152  Government  beds 
for  the  treatment  of  air  raid  and  Service  casualties  have  been  added  to  this 
number.  The  Hospital  offers  a  complete  range  of  service,  is  adequately 
equipped  and  fully  staffed  by  Resident  and  Visiting  Medical  and  Surgical 

Officers. 

The  number  of  in-patients  treated  during  the  year  was  6,945)  against 
6  879  in  the  previous  year.  The  daily  average  number  of  in-patients  (including 
babies)  under  treatment  was  292,  and  the  average  length  of  stay,  15.3  days. 
Seven  hundred  and  four  of  the  in-patients  were  transferred  to  the  Lostock 
Hall  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children,  where  the  average  daily  occupation 
of  beds  was  34  and  the  average  stay  17.7  days.  Five  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  in-patients  were  also  moved  to  “  The  Willows  "  Hospital  for  Men,  where 
the  daily  occupation  of  beds  was  22  and  the  average  sta^  i5’3  days. 
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In  the  Maternity  Department  821  patients  were  confined,  of  whom  58 
were  emergency  admissions.  790  babies  were  born  alive  and  44  stillborn 
(16  m  emergeney  cases).  The  spontaneous  deliveries  numbered  683  and  the 
abnormal  138.  There  were  four  maternal  deaths  (two  of  which  occurred  in 
emergency  cases)  and  34  infant  deaths.  The  anaesthetics  administered  were 
200  general  and  347  Minetts.  One  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
women  attended  the  Ante-natal  Department,  of  whom  114  were  admitted 
to  the  Ante-natal  Wards.  The  attendances  at  the  Ante-natal  Clinics 
totalled  5,691,  and  the  attendances  of  mothers  and  babies  at  the 
Post-natal  Clinics  numbered  1,025. 

In  the  Out-patienCs  Department  37,296  patients  were  treated,  including 
14,712  accident  and  casualty  cases,  3,795  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  2,585 
surgical,  726  medical,  1,377  artificial  sunlight,  1,137  pre-natal,  1^502 
pathological,  969  dental,  6,856  X-ray,  1,605  physiotherapeutic,  668 
orthopaedic,  185  radium,  87  mental,  5^9  venereal  disease,  64  asthma,  129 

heart  and  789  skin.  The  average  number  treated  dailv  (six  davs  weeklv)  was 
766.  '  ‘  '  ' 

The  number  of  motor  accident  cases  treated  was  164,  of  which  149  were 
admitted  to  the  wards. 

The  Board  of  Management  have  continued  cordial  relations  with  the 
Corporation  of  Preston.  The  reciprocal  agreement  still  operates  for  the 
training  under  the  Central  Midwives  Board  of  Pupil  Midwives,  Part  I  at  the 
Infirmary  and  Part  II  at  the  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  with  mutual  advantages 
to  the  pupils  of  these  hospitals.  Agreements  were  continued  for  the  treatment 
at  the  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  of  contributors  to  the  W^orkpeople  s  Contribu¬ 
tory  Scheme  (a  privilege  much  appreciated),  and  for  the  Joint  Scheme  of 

Maternity  Services—both  agreements  are  to  operate  for  the  duration  of  the 
war. 

The  Infirmary  has  met  all  calls  made  by  the  Emergency  Hospital  Service, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  members  of  the  Armed  and  Civil  Defence 
horces  have  been  treated.  The  Blood  Bank  has  operated  successfully  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  F.  B.  Smith,  the  Pathologist. 

A  War  Emergency  Resuscitation  Ward,  containing  35  beds,  has  been 
kept  in  a  state  of  constant  readiness  for  use  in  case  of  enemy  action,  and  all 
possible  air  raid  precautions  have  been  provided. 

Notwithstanding  the  calls  of  the  Forces  and  the  difficulties  due  to  war¬ 
time  conditions,  the  volume  of  work  carried  out  at  the  Infirmary  increased, 
and  fortunately  it  has  not  been  found  necessarv  to  effect  any  reduction  in 
the  various  treatment  facilities. 

SHAROE  GREEN  HOSPITAL. 

General. 

The  return  of  admissions,  discharges  and  deaths  for  the  year  1941  is 
contained  in  the  right-liand  column  of  Table  A,  where  it  is  contrasted  with 
the  figures  for  the  antecedent  five  years. 

Y 
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TABLE  a:* 


193b 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

In  Hospital,  Jan. 

1st  ... 

175 

143 

204 

181 

149 

226 

Admissions 

•  •  • 

1739 

1676 

1689 

1751 

2374 

2477 

Discharges 

•  t  • 

1450 

1314 

1429 

1480 

i960 

2146 

Deaths  ... 

*  t  • 

321 

301 

283 

303 

337 

359 

In  Hospital,  Dec. 

31st 

143 

204 

181 

149 

226 

198 

Patient  Days  ... 

55026 

59700 

68252 

59748 

67764 

70160 

Average  length  of 

stay 

28 

37 

40 

34 

29 

28 

Hospital  Wards* 

The  admissions  to  the  general  wards  of  the  hospital  showed  an  increase 
of  32,  and  those  to  the  maternity  wards  an  increase  of  71  on  last  3'ear  s 
figures. 

Three  hundred  and  sixt^'-two  patients  were  admitted  under  the 
Emergenc}^  Medical  Scheme. 

Medical  Work* 

During  the  3'ear  the  X-ray  Department  examined  1,845  cases,  755  of 
these  being  in-patients  and  the  remaining  1,090  out-patients,  inclusive  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis.  The  gross  figure  represents  an  increase  of  356 
examinations  over  the  figure  for  1940- 

As  in  previous  vears,  the  staff  of  the  Massage  Department  at  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmarv  undertook  the  treatment  of  cases  for  massage  and  electro- 
medical  therap3y  and  the  large  demand  for  pathological  and  bacteriological 
examinations  was  again  shared  b3^  the  hospital  s  own  laborator3^  and  that  of 
the  Roval  Infirmarv,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  F.  B.  Smith. 

Surgical  Work* 

In  the  main  surgical  theatre,  240  operations  were  performed.  Of  these 
160  constituted  major  operations  and  80  minor. 

Clinics* 

In  1941,  562  persons  attended  the  follow-up  and  out-patient  clinics, 
98  of  whom  had  formerly  been  in-patients  of  the  hospital. 

Dental  Treatment* 

Mr.  A.  E.  J.  Berry  treated  143  persons  for  dental  affections  ;  60  of  these 
cases  were  from  Preston  Institution,  67  were  in-patients  of  the  Hospital, 
and  16  out-patients. 
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Classification  of  Diseases* 

Table  B  presents  a  systematic  classification  of  cases  dealt  with  in 
the  general  wards  during  the  year. 

Table  B*''  1941 — Discharges  and  Deaths  :  1516* 

Discharges.  Deaths. 


1. 

2. 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II, 


12. 

13- 

14- 

15- 

i6. 

17- 


Diseases  caused  by  infection  or  infestation 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  : 

(a)  Organic  disorders,  tumours,  haemorrhage, 
inflammation,  etc.  ... 

(b)  Functional  disorders 
Diseases  of  the  eye,  ear  and  nose  ... 

Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

Diseases  of  the  blood  and  blood-forming  organs 
Diseases  of  the  endocrine  glands  ... 

Diseases  of  the  breast 

•••  ••• 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
Diseases  of  the  digestive  system  ... 

Diseases  due  to  disorders  of  nutrition  or 
metabolism... 

Diseases  of  the  generative  system  : 

(a)  Males  ...  ... 

(b)  Females 

(i)  associated  with  pregnancy  and 
parturition 

Diseases  of  bones  and  joints,  muscles,  fasciae, 

bursae  . 

Diseases  of  areolar  tissue  ... 

Diseases  of  the  skin 
Diseases  of  the  urinary  organs 

Injuries,  general  and  local . 

Miscellaneous 


Maternity  Wards* 


I7I 

8 

89 

60 

20 

— 

17 

— 

II2 

140 

12 

2 

4 

I 

33 

2 

168 

58 

124 

45 

10 

6 

24 

3 

39 

4 

121 

5 

28 

4 

29 

6 

78 

2 

14 

II 

39 

I 

26 

— 

1158 

358 

Table  "  C  ”  summarises  the  work  of  this  department  for  the  year  1941 
but  does  not  include  cases  of  abortion  or  miscarriage  (see  Table  "  B  ”  ii  (b)  (i)  ) 
or  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  (see  Table  “  B  "  ii  (b)  (i)  and  Table  “  D  ’7 

TABLE  C*^^ 

In  Hospital,  ist  January,  1941 
Admissions 

Discharges  . 

Deaths  ... 

In  Hospital,  31st  December,  1941 
Patients  delivered  : 

Normal  deliveries  ... 

Abnormal  deliveries 

Births  : 

Live  births 

•••  ••• 

Stillbirths  ... 


. . . 

32 

748 

748 

. . . 

32 

625 

57 

682 

652 

19 

671 

13 


Seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  admissions  to  the  Maternity  W  ards 
constitute  the  highest  figure  yet  reached  by  the  Hospital.  In  total  births 
there  was  an  increase  of  43,  and  in  stillbirths  a  reduction  by  9,  as  contrasted 
with  the  1940  return. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic* 

During  1941,  694  persons  attended  for  first  examinations,  the  total 
number  of  attendances  being  4,468. 

Post-Natal  Clinic* 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  attendances  were  made  at  this  Clinic  for  the 
purpose  of  medical  treatment. 


Puerperal  Ward* 


The  return  for  the  5’ear  is  contained  in  Table 


D 


TABLE  D*^' 


In  Hospital,  ist  January,  1941  ...  ...  2 

Admissions  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Discharges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  4 

In  Hospital,  31st  December,  1941  .  i 


Admissions  were  derived  from  the  following  sources  : — 

TABLE  ‘E*^^ 


Preston  Borough 
County  Area  : 
Ansclell 
Chorley 
Fleetwood  ... 
Fulwood 
Burn  Naze  ... 
Bamber  Bridge 
Carr  Hill 
Ley  land 
Longridge  . . . 
Lytham  ... 
Penwortham 
Freckleton  ... 
Whittingham 
Preesall 
Kirkham 
Thornley 


20 


1 

2 

II 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Total 


20 


27 


47 
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Deaths* 

Of  the  four  deaths  herein  recorded,  three  were  due  to  fulminant  sepsis  and 
one  to  cercbml  embolism  following  pelvic  cellulitis  and  thrombo-phlebitis. 
Thiee  weie  Count\^  cases  and  one  Borough.  All  were  confined  at  home 
Infection  in  two  cases  followed  abortion. 

Two  other  maternal  deaths  were  notified  during  the  year,  both  deriving 
fiom  the  Boiougli.  Of  these,  one  was  directb'  attributable  to  pregnanev 
and  one  intercurrent  disease.  '  " 

In  the  first  case  death  was  due  to  paralytic  ileus  following  operation 
for  ruptured  ectopic  gestation,  the  patient  dying  after  five  days.  In  the 
second  case  death  was  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  the  patient  dvirg 
fourteen  days  after  delivery  of  a  premature  stillborn  child. 

Medical  Staff* 

After  one  year’s  service  as  Junior  Medical  Officer.  Dr.  M.  B  Milne  was 
re-appomted  as  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  and  on  the  resignation  of  Dr. 

M.  Sewell,  Miss  D.  Cunningham,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.R.C.O.O.,  was  appointf^d 
Assistant  Medical  Officei .  ^  ^ 

On  the  resignation  of  Dr.  K.  M.  MaeSweeny,  Miss  A.  B.  O’Connor,  M  B 
Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  was  appointed  Junior  Assistant  Medical  Officer.  In  succession 
to  Dr.  O’Connor  on  completion  of  her  term  of  office,  Mrs.  M.  Weisl,  M  D 
(Prague),  was  appointed  in  a  similar  capacity. 

Nursing  Staff* 

During  the  year  eight  staff  nurses  were  appointed  to  various  duties  and 
two  left  the  service  of  the  Corporation. 

l\vent}-fi\e  pupil  midwives  commenced  the  course  of  training  provided 
by  the  Hospital  and  21  completed  the  same. 

Seventeen  probationers  commenced  training  for  the  General  Hospital 
and  State  Certificates.  ■ 

The  results  of  the  nurses’  examinations  for  the  year  were 

Examination.  Candidates.  Siiccessc'^ 

Prelimmary  State  ...  ...  ...  iq  . 

Final  State  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

Central  Midwives  Board  ...  ...  21  20 

Acknowledgments* 

This  opportunity  is  taken  to  express  gratitude  to  the  clcrgv  of  all 
denominations  for  their  ever-ieady  assistance  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
the  patients,  also  to  the  donors  of  the  many  varied  and  most  welcome  gifts. 

8* — Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes* 

There  were  five  maternity  and  nursing  homes  in  operation  at  the  end 
of  I94^>  was  opened  during  the  year.  Two  applications  were  made 

by  the  management  of  institutions,  and  exemptions  granted,  under  Section 
192  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


15 


9> — Maternal  Mortality* 

The  enquiries  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  Maternal  Mortality  Committee 
set  up  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  been  continued.  Details  of  these 
enquiries  are  given  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section  of  the  report. 
Every  notified  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  is  the  subject  of  an  inquiry. 

10* — Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers^  illegitimate  infants  and 

homeless  children* 

There  is  no  provision  for  unmarried  mothers  other  than  that  provided 
by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee.  Illegitimate  infants  and  homeless 
infants  are  maintained  in  the  children’s  nursery  in  the  Pieston  Institution 
up  to  the  age  of  three  years  ;  and  from  over  that  age  Roman  Catholic  children 
are  maintained  at  the  St.  Vincent  Orphanage  for  Boys  and  the  Moorfield 
Convent  for  Girls  ;  Protestant  boys  and  girls  are  maintained  at  the  Cottage 
Homes,  Brockholes  View.  In  September,  1931,  the  Council  decided  "  that 
financial  assistance  granted  by  the  Council  to  expectant  mothers  by  way  of 
the  provision  of  maternity  home  accommodation,  be  granted  solely  through 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee.” 

11* — Institutional  Provision  for  Mental  Defectives* 

Educable  children  are  provided  for  by  the  Education  Committee. 
Children  between  seven  and  16  years  of  age  and  educable  and  requiring 
institutional  care  arc  sent  to  Calderstones  Certified  Institution,  Allerton 
Priory,  and  Pontville,  Ormskirk.  Idiots  and  imbeciles  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Lancashire  Mental  Hospitals  Committee.  Male  adult  defectives  are  accom¬ 
modated  at  the  Ribchester  Institution,  and  female  defectives  at  the  Preston 

Institution. 

12* — Ambulance  Facilities* 

(a)  An  ambulance  is  maintained  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  removal 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

(b)  The  service  maintained  at  the  Fire  Station  for  accident  cases  and 
urgent  removals  to  hospital  was  transferred  to  the  Public  Health  Committee 
on  the  29th  November,  1941-  Civil  Defence  personnel  are  used  for  manning 
the  service.  There  is  also  an  ambulance  maintained  at  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary  for  conveyance  of  patients  to  and  from  the  convalescent  homes, 
and  an  ambulance  at  Sharoe  (ireen  Hospital  for  the  conveyance  of  patients 
into  the  hospital  or  to  other  institutions. 

13* — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres* 

There  are  no  out-patient  departments  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Authority.  The  various  clinics  and  treatment  centres  were  shown  in  the 
tabular  statement  in  the  report  for  1930. 

14*— Local  Government  Act>  1929* 

The  administrative  airangements  under  the  above  Act  were  described 
in  the  report  for  1930. 

15* — Blind  Persons  Act^  1920* 

Number  of  pQrsons  examined  . .  44 

Blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act...  ...  ...  25 

Not  certified  blind  —  .--r  t-..-  -19 
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430  persons  on  the  register,  and  these  are  placed 


Altogether  there  are 
as  follows  ; — 

Blind  persons  employed  at  approved  workshops 
Blind  persons  employed  in  their  own  homes 
Blind  persons  employed  elsewhere 
Blind  persons  unemployable  ... 

Blind  persons  not  training  but  trainable 
Blind  children  under  16  years  of  age 
Blind  trainees  over  16  years  of  age  ... 


29 

3 

6 

3^4 

7 

I 


16, — Unemployment  Situation — April,  1941,  to  March,  1942, 

Mr.  Benson,  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  : — 

The  general  decrease  in  the  number  of  unemployed  shewn  in  the  last 
report  has  been  progressively  maintained  throughout  the  year  under  review. 

Below  is  an  analysis,  in  month  by  month,  which  ends  with  a  record  low 
level  of  numbers  unemployed.  The  number  remaining  are  mainly  unsuitable 
for  normal  or  full-time  employment. 


I  9  4  T 

MI 

3N 

WOMEN 

Total 

in 

1941-42 

Total 

in 

1940-41 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempor¬ 

arily 

Stopped 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempor¬ 

arily 

Stopped 

April  . 

354 

61 

512 

150 

1,077 

3,379 

May  . 

363 

54 

439 

143 

1,019 

2,907 

June  . 

336 

70 

414 

156 

976 

2,361 

July  . 

399 

60 

633 

174 

1,266 

2,132 

August  . 

336 

47 

460 

112 

955 

2,159 

September 

271 

29 

487 

120 

907 

1,816 

October  ... 

235 

39 

438 

124 

836 

U747 

November 

223 

26 

328 

77 

654 

2,134 

December 

221 

16 

314 

27 

578 

1,251 

1942 

January  . 

209 

II 

257 

18 

495 

1,311 

February 

199 

9 

184 

3 

395 

i,ii6 

March  . 

173 

8 

157 

« 

338 

1.543 

March 
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Placing  activities  have  been  maintained  at  a  high  level  throughout  the 
period  under  review,  which  is  partly  reflected  in  the  present  low  register. 

Juvenile  Employment* 

The  Director  of  Education  has  supplied  the  following  figures  relating  to 
Juvenile  Unemployment  ; — 


Number  Wholly  Unemployed. 

1941 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

April 

.  43 

40 

83 

Ma>^ 

29 

84 

113 

June 

.  24 

32 

56 

August  . . . 

.  74 

58 

132 

September 

30 

41 

71 

November 

...  ...  ...  14 

24 

38 

1942  ... 

January  ... 

...  ...  *..  15 

14 

29 

March 

Q 

•  ••  •••  tv 

7 

15 

Note. — No  count  was  taken  in  October,  1941,  and  February,  1942.. 
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TABLE  B  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1941  and  previous  ten  years* 


Nett 

Birth 

Rate 

Transferable  Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District 

Year 

Total 

Death  Rate 
of  District 

Non- 
Residents 
Registered 
in  the 
District 

Residents 

not 

Registered 
in  the 
District 

Under  1  yr. 
of  age. 
Rate 
per  1,000 
Net  Births 

Rate 
at  all 

Ages 

1931 

15.66 

12.63 

157 

300 

88 

13-83 

1932 

14.89 

II. 61 

150 

301 

84 

13-05 

1933 

14.60 

12.38 

186 

305 

87 

^3-39 

1934 

14.24 

12.93 

191 

283 

69 

15-24 

{corrected) 

1935 

14.99 

12.26 

171 

324 

80 

14.94 

(corrected) 

1936 

14-43 

12.53 

194 

374 

83 

15-51 

(corrected) 

1937 

14.00 

13-25 

229 

338 

77 

15-9 

(corrected) 

1938 

15.60 

11-95 

196 

319 

71 

14.44 

(corrected) 

1939 

15-19 

12.52 

205 

333 

58 

15.16 

(corrected) 

1940 

15-77 

14.96 

257 

379 

91 

16.72 

(corrected) 

1941 

17.27 

12.67 

249 

379 

71 

13-84 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (Land  and  Inland  Water)... 

Average  rooms  per  occupied  dwelling 
Average  family  occupation 
Number  of  families  per  occupied  dwelling 
Average  size  of  private  family 
Aveiage  number  of  persons  per  room 


5/757 


4-47 

4-36  At 
1.02  >  Census  of 


3.78 
0.85  J 


1931 


Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year  194h 

(Non-civilians  included)* 
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C^— Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


l(i)— Water. 

Information  on  the  collection,  storage  and  distribution  of  the  town’s 
watei  supply  and  on  the  undertaking  generallv  appeared  in  th('  Report  for 
1938. 

l(ii) — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Information  relating  to  the  trunk  sewer  s^'stem,  equipment  and  plant, 
and  the  hrcckleton  Farm,  was  given  in  the  Report  for  1938. 


2. — Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  complaints  of  alleged  pollution  have  been  received  during  the  past 

year. 

3(i) — Closet  Accommodation.  ' 

Theie  are  34^473  fresh-water  closets  in  use  in  the  Borough  area  ,'  151 
waste-water  (“  tippler  ”)  closets,  36  privy  middens  and  four  trough  closets 
stdl  remain.  Fourteen  waste-water  closets  were  abolished  and  replaced 
with  modern  pedestal  wash-down  closets  during  the  year. 


3(ii) — Public  Cleansing. 

The  bulk  of  the  town’s  refuse  is  dealt  with  at  the  Argyll  Road  Depot, 
and  is  subjected  to  salvage  treatment.  The  work  has  been  carried  out 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Machinery  is  installed  to  deal  with  unsound 
meat,  offal  and  fish.  This  work  is  under  the  direction  of 
vSurvevor. 


the  Borough 


3(iii) — Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


a.  Dwelling-houses. 

Tw^o  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two  dwelling-houses  were 
inspected,  2,399  weic  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  eight 
under  the  Housing  Acts. 


b.  Caravans. 

Eight  visits  have  been  made  to  such  dwellings,  all  of  which,  with  the 
exception  of  those  occupied  by  show  people,  are  under  agreement  with  the 

Local  Authority  to  close  as  and  when  suitable  alternative  accommodation 
is  found. 

c.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  12  common  lodging  houses  on  the  register,  having  accommoda¬ 
tion  m  74  rooms  for  443  males  and  in  seven  rooms  for  25  females  ;  151  visits 
were  made  during  the  year. 
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d*  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

There  are  50  premises  registered  as  houses  let  in  lodgings,  with  accommo¬ 
dation  for  a  daily  population  of  502  persons  ;  54  visits  of  inspection  were 
made,  and  no  additional  premises  were  registered  during  the  past  year. 


e.  Canal  Boats. 

These  dwellings  are  ref)orted  upon  in  this  Report  in  the  section  dealing 
with  Port  Health  Administration. 

f.  Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

There  are  18  cinemas,  12  billiards  halls,  ii  bowling  greens  for  public 
use,  25  dance  halls  and  occasional  theatres  and  two  theatres  ;  no  visits 
were  made  to  such  premises. 

g.  Drains. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-nine  inspections  and  3,296  re-visits 
were  made  ;  1,530  drains  were  tested,  repaired  or  renewed. 

h.  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  188  dwelling-houses,  nine  food  stores 
and  21  other  premises.  In  22  cases  the  complaint  was  not  confirmed.  In 
the  investigation  of  complaints  and  the  supervision  of  work  732  visits  and 
946  re-visits  were  made.  Thirty-one  premises  were  rendered  rat-proof  and 
550  rats  were  caught. 

i.  Stable  Premises  and  Garages. 

Fifty-four  visits  and  47  re-visits  were  made  to  these  premises  to  secure 
compliance  with  the  bye-laws  respecting  the  removal  of  manure  and  the 
proper  maintenance  of  the  premises. 

j.  Offensive  Trades. 

The  following  offensive  trades,  to  which  25  visits  were  made,  are 
established  in  the  Borough  :  Fat  and  tallow  melters,  5  1  scraper,  i  ; 

•  hide  and  skin  dealers,  4  ;  soap  boilers,  2  ;  and  tripe  boilers,  5. 

k.  Pig  Keepers. 

There  are  now  26  pig  keepers  in  the  Borough  and  the  approximate  number 
of  pigs  is  500,  varying  throughout  the  year  ;  most  of  the  pig  keepers 
premises  have  been  visited  during  the  year  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  foi 
the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  the  Orders  dealing  with  the  boiling  of^  animal 
foodstuffs  are  complied  with,  and  five  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 
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h  Factoriest 

tom  hundred  and  seventeen  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses  and 
factoiies  in  connection  with  the  cleansing  of  premises,  sanitarv  accommodation 
and  drainage  defects;  131  re-visits  to  supervise  the  work 'of  cleansing  and 
repair. were  made  to  the  five  bakehouses  and  54  factories  concerned. 

m*  Private  Passages^ 

Light  passages  were  flagged  or  repaired. 

n*  Disinfection. 

The  disinfection  of  357  premises  was  carried  out  after  the  occurrence 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  including  tuberculosis. 


3(iv) — Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department  supplied  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  ;  325  Corporation  houses  were  inspected,  25  of  which  were  found  to 
be  verminous  and  were  disinfested  ;  81  houses  were  inspected  in  connection 
with  applications  made  for  tenancy  of  Corporation  houses  and  30  were 
found  to  be  infested.  During  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  five  loads 
of  furniture  were  subjected  to  HCN  gas  fumigation  during  removal  to 
Corporation  houses,  the  bedding  being  dealt  with  at  the  Disinfecting  Station, 
Argyll  Road,  and  five  spray  disinfestations  were  carried  out. 


4. — Schools. 

Complaints  were  received  from  four  Schools,  one  alleging  cockroach 
inlestation  and  three  dealing  with  drainage  defects..  All  the  defects  found 
were  remedied. 


— Port  Health  Administration* 


The  Port  Health  Administrative  District  has  been  described  in  previous 

I* 

Reports. 

L — Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year* 


Total  Foreign  and 
Coastwise 


Number 

mspected 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Number 

Number  of  Vessels 
reported  as  having, 
or  having  had, 
during  the  voyage 
Infectious  Disease 
on  board. 

By  the 
Med.  Officer 
of  Health. 

By  the 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

on  which 
.defects 
were 
remedied 

■ 

45 

35 

Nil 

2* — Character  of  Trade  of  Port* 

5|<  5)^  *  *  *  * 

3* — Water  Supply* 

There  is  no  change  in  the  character  of  or  arrangements  for  the  supply 
of  water,  which  is  derived  from  the  town  supply,  an  upland  surface  water 
of  good  quality. 


4* — Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933* 

The  arrangements  in  force  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  these 
Regulations  have  been  described  fully  in  a  previous  Report. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  sickness  landed  from  vessels  during 
the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  sickness  occurring  on  vessels  during 
the  voyage. 


5* — Measures  against  Rodents* 

Measures  have  been  taken  under  each  of  the  following  headings  on  the 
lines  detailed  in  previous  Reports  : — 

(i)  For  the  detection  of  rodent  plague  (a)  in  ships  in  the  Port,  and  (b) 
on  quays,  wharves  and  in  warehouses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Port  . 


24 

(ii)  To  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and  the  shore  ; 

(iii)  For  the  de-ratisation  of  (a)  ships,  and  (b)  premises  in  the  vicinity  of 

docks  and  quays  ; 

(iv)  For  the  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in  ships  and  on  the  shore  ; 

(v)  (a)  hor  the  maintenance  of  rat-proofing  of  docks,  wharves,  warehouses 
and  other  premises,  and  (b)  for  the  extension  of  rat-proof  measures. 

Measures  of  rat  destruction  on  plague-  ''  infected  or  suspected  ” 
vessels  or  vessels  from  plague-infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during 
the  year  : — 

Total  number  of  such  vessels  arriving  ...  5 

Number  of  such  vessels — 

Fumigated  by  SO2 .  —  Number  of  rats  killed  — 

Fumigated  by  HCN  ...  Number  of  rats  killed 

On  which  trapping,  poisoning, 

etc.,  were  employed  ...  —  Number  of  rats  killed  — 


6*““Hygiene  of  Crews'  Spaces* 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality 

Number  of  Vessels 
Inspected 

Defects  of 
original 
construction 

Structural 
defects 
through  wear 
and  tear 

Dirt,  Vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

British 

l(,(o  ^ 

4 

28 

78 

Others 

(.SB 

I 

13 

31 

— Food  Inspection* 

The  following  foodstuffs  to  which  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1937,  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk  )  Regulations,  1926,  and 
the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-1939, 
apidy  were  inspected  during  the  year  :  almonds,  apples,  canned  fish,  canned 
fruits,  canned  meats,  canned  milk,  cheese,  cocoa  beans,  concentrated  vitamins, 
dried  beans,  dried  fruits,  dried  peas,  flour,  honey,  lard,  locust  kernels! 
potatoes,  sausage  casings  and  tea.  All  were  found  to  be  in  good  condition 
and  properly  labelled  with  the  exception  of  small  quantities  of  prunes  and 
almonds,  which  were  "slightly  damaged, 
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(ii)  Shellfish* 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Preston  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1923. 
Twenty  visits  were  made  to  the  cleansing  tanks. 

8* — Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  RegulationSt  1930* 

Two  parrots  came  under  observation  during  the  past  year.  In  both 
cases  written  undertakings  were  received  from  the  owners  that  the  birds 
would  not  be  landed  unless  for  bacteriological  purposes. 

9* — Canal  Boats* 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the  year.  Sixty-seven 
visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  13  canal  boats  on  the  Register. 


E. — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food* 


(A)— MILK  SUPPLY* 

There  are  19  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough,  with  a  daily  production  of 
^^52  gallons,  295  gallons  of  which  are  sold  retail  bv  seven  ])rodncers.  Six 
of  the  cowkeepers  are  licensed  producers  of  “  accredited  ”  milk,  with  a  daily 
production  of  284  gallons. 

(i)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938* 

There  are  at  the  present  time  469  milking  cows  housed  in  19  different 
premises  in  the  Borough,  which  are  visited  quarterly.  The  health  and 
general  condition  of  the  cattle  have  been  satisfactory,  but  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  of  the  cattle  generally  has  been  lowered,  due  largely  to  scarcitv 
of  trained  personnel.  ^  " 

Improvements  and  repairs  have  been  carried  out  on  several  farm  premises. 

(ii)  School  Milk  Supply* 

A  constant  watch  is  kept  on  the  milk  supplied  to  schools,  special 
attention  l)eing  given  to  its  cleanliness,  freedom  Irom  bacterial  contamina¬ 
tion,  and  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1936.  '  ' 

{\n)  Examination  of  Milk* 

Owing  to  unavoidable  circumstances  there  has  been  a  considerable 
I  eduction  in  the  number  of  samples  taken  for  biological  examination  for 
tubercle  bacilli  ;  only  three  cases  had  to  be  investigated  by  the  Officers  of 

the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  as  the  result  of  "  Positive  "  samples  being 
obtained.  ^ 


Class  of  Sample 

Number  of 
Samples 
taken 

Coliforn 
in  o-oi 

1  Bacilli 
Millilitre 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

Ungraded  raw  Milk  ... 

47 

17 

30 

3 

44 

“  Accredited  "  Milk  ... 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

“  Tuberculin 

Tested  Milk . 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

“  Pasteurised  ” 

Milk  . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

•  •  t 

2  "7 

The  Veterinary  Officer  examined  48  samples  of  milk  for  physical 
contamination  by  d\mg  or  other  dirt,  for  butter-fat  content,  and  for  keeping 
quality,  with  the  following  results  :  Clean,  20  ;  fair,  22  ;  contaminated,  5  i 
seriously  contaminated,  i  ;  taste,  i  ;  bad  odour  and  taste,  2  ;  souring  after 
24  hours,  19  ;  satisfactory,  26.  In  one  case  where  the  butter-fat  content 
was  found  to  be  below  the  presumed  standard,  a  sample  was  taken  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  with  a  view  to  legal  action  being 
taken. 

Thirteen  individual  samples  taken  from  herds  during  their  clinical 
inspection  were  examined  microscopically  for  tubercle  bacilli,  and  one  sample 
v'as  found  to  be  ]')ositive  ;  one  sample  of  nasal  discharge  taken  from  a 
sus]U'cted  cow  was  also  found  to  be  positive. 


(B)--MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS, 

The  Veterinary  Officer  made  667  visits  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
1,628  visits  to  food-preparing  premises,  slaughterhouses,  food  stores  and 
similar  establishments. 

(i)  Retail  Markets, 

The  retail  markets  in  Orchard  Street  and  Lime  Street,  much  reduced 
in  size  due  to  rationing  and  general  scarcity  of  goods,  are  inspected  by  the 
Wterinary  Officer.  On  two  occasions  only  was  it  necessary  to  warn 
traders  for  exposing  for  sale  articles  of  food  in  an  unfit  condition. 


(ii)  Private  Slaughterhouses, 

On  January  15th,  1940,  all  slaughtering  in  private  slaughterhouses 
ceased,  and  the  scheme  for  centralised  slaughter  under  the  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  came  into  operation. 

(iii)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act^  1933, 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  a  strong  recommendation  has  been 
made  for  the  installation  of  the  electro-lethaler  for  the  stunning  of  pigs  and 
sheep.  The  installation  of  this  instrument  would  prevent  a  good  deal  of 
unavoidable  cruelty,  as  well  as  economising  in  the  use  of  cartridges. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  47. 

(iv)  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924, 

Arrangements  for  the  enforcement  of  these  Regulations  continue  to 
work  satisfactorily. 

(v)  Fish  Markets, 

The  wholesale  fish  market  is  held  at  the  L.  M.  cL  S.  Railway  Station 
in  the  early  morning,  and  is  visited  regularly.  The  daily  retail  markets  also 
are  under  close  supervision.  During  the  year  the  following  quantities  of 
foodstuffs  arrived  at  the  wholesale  market  :  Dry  fish,  193  tons  8  cwts.  ; 
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shellfish,  39  tons  7  cwts.  ;  wet  fish,  1,656  tons  19  cwts.  ;  and  rabbits, 
poultry,  etc.,  47  tons  3  cwts.  The  quantity  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  iif  cwts. 

(C) — FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

During  the  year  85  samples  of  various  foods  and  drugs  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst,  and  6,  or  7.06  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be  adulterated, 
compaied  with  12.6  per  cent,  in  1940  and  10.2  per  cent,  in  1939. 

(D) — ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  OTHER  ACTS. 

(i)  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 

Owing  to  the  severe  rationing  of  supplies,  precise  information  cannot 
be  given  of  the  amounts  handled  by  the  25  traders  engaged  in  this  class 
of  business. 

(ii)  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. 

The  Veterinary  Officer  made  153  visits  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
63  \  isits  to  various  premises  in  connection  with  the  requirements  of  this 
Act  in  the  indication  of  origin  of  foodstuffs  when  exposed  for  sale. 

(iii)  Protection  of  Animals  Act,  1911-1912. 

During  the  yeai  there  was  one  prosecution  for  failure  to  give  cattle 
and  sheep  pioper  attention,  and  several  warnings  were  given  in  connection 
with  over-stocking  of  dairy  cattle  and  the  transit  of  calves. 

(iv)  Gas-Contaminated  Foodstuffs. 

A  scheme  has  been  evolved  to  deal  with  foodstuffs  damaged  b}"  jioison 
gas  as  a  result  of  enemy  action.  Volunteers  from  the  various  food  trades 
have  been  trained  and  formed  into  squads,  which  will  work  under  the 
supervision  of  nine  qualified  Decontamination  Officers.  Suitable  sites  have 
also  been  ear-marked  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  contaminated  foodstuffs 
bv  airing  01  washing  and  provision  has  been  made  foi  the  transport  and 
destruction  of  any  food  needing  such  treatment. 


(v)  General. 

During  the  year  10,779  bovines  (including  3,392  calves),  36,034  sheep  and 
4030  pigs  were  slaughtered  in  the  Public  Abattoir  ;  444,920  lbs.  of  meat 
(including  3^0,579  ^bs.  unfit  by  reason  of  tuberculosis)  were  condemned. 
The  total  was  made  up  of  9^0  carcases  of  bovines  (including  456  calves, 
mainly  immatuie),  64  pigs  and  119  sheep.  Part  carcases  were  responsible 
for  a  large  proportion  of  the  total  weight. 
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F* — Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases^ 
(A)— GENERAL* 

Apart  from  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles,  there 
was  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  notifiable  and  other  infections  diseases 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  as  follows  : — 


Diphtheria 

1939 

80 

1940 

62 

1941 

9b 

Scarlet  Fever 

201 

268 

Enteric  Fever 

9 

5 

16 

Erysipelas 

31 

18 

30 

Pneumonia 

M9 

122 

III 

Infantile  Paralysis 

I 

I 

— 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

98 

50 

278 

Measles 

83 

1 904 

1549 

Sonne  Dysentery 

13 

8 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

7 

I 

10 

An  epidemic  of  measles,  which  mainly  affected  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  towai,  commenced  in  February,  reached  its  peak  in  June,  and  began  to 
subside  in  August. 

There  was  a  minor  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  during  the  summer 
months.  The  cases  were  spread  over  the  whole  of  the  town. 

The  cases  of  enteric  fever  occurred  in  ;  May,  i  ;  July,  (S  ;  August,  5  ; 
September,  i  ;  October,  i.  Of  the  15  cases  admitted  to  the  Lsolation 
Hospital,  one  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  pneumonia,  one  from 
salpingitis,  and  one  from  suspected  appendix  abscess.  The  latter  case  was 
transferred  to  Sharoe  Green  Hospital. 


(B)— ISOLATION  HOSPITAL* 


Five  hundred  and  fifty-four  cases  were  admitted,  as  compared  with  462 
in  1940.  The  diseases  for  which  they  weie  admitted  were  scarlet  fever,  206  ; 
enteric  fever,  15  ;  diphtheria,  130  ;  measles,  94  ;  erysipelas,  12  ; 
pneumonia,  i  ;  and  other  infectious  diseases,  namely  mumps,  whooping 
cough,  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  (lerman  measles  and  chicken  ^  pox, 
q5.  There  were  16  deaths,  which  were  caused  by  .  acute  septicaemia,  i  , 
iphtheria,  6  ;  broncho-pneumonia,  i  ;  pneumonia,  i  ;  cerebro  spinal  fever, 
I  ;  atelectasis,  i  ;  marasmus,  i  ;  tubercular  peritonitis,  i  ;  whooping 
cough,  2  ;  typhoid  ulcer  of  ileum,  i. 


The  average  length  of  stay  wms  27.51  days,  and  the  aveiagc  numbti 
of  beds  occupied  daily  was  42.40  (scarlet  fever  18.70,  diphtheria  8.44). 


A  strong  effort  was  made  to  immunise  as  many  children  as  possible 
against  diphtheria,  with  the  result  that  during  the  year  4,810  schoolchildren 
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and  1,009  pro-sclioolchildrcn  were  protected.  The  following  is  a  short 
summary  of  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  and  admitted  to  the  Is(dation 
Hospital,  January  to  December,  1941,  in  relation  to  their  state  of  protection  : 

Cases  accepted  as  diphtlieria  on  clinical  and/or  bacteriological  grounds — 


im 

Full^ 

muni 

/ 

sed 

Partly 

immunised 

Outside 

Scheme 

Not 

immunised 

Severe 

Moderate 

Mild 

0 

P 

> 

0 

’S'. 

Moderate 

2 
•  T— < 

Severe 

Moderate  | 

« 

Severe 

Moderate  | 

1 

Mild 

4 

5 

I 

4 

.  .  . 

2 

8 

9 

*21 

10 

2b 

Cases  not  accepted,  but  suffering  from  other  throat  conditions,  such  as 
quinsy,  tonsillitis  and  other  diseases — 


r-» 

0 


*  Includes  six  fatal  cases. 

Leaving  out  of  account  the ^^cases  of  diphtheria  which  arose  in  those 
who,  by  rea,son  of  their  age,  had  no  reasonable  opportunitv  of  becoming 
immunised,  it  appears  that  40%  (non-immunised)  of  the  children  are  bearing 
63%  of  the  diphtheria,  that  all  deaths  appear  in  this  group,  and  87%  of  the 
severe  cases.  ^ 


(C)— TUBERCULOSIS. 

1. — Incidence  and  Mortality  of  the  Disease. 

During  1941  the  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  notified 
in  Preston  gives  a  notification  rate  of  1.38  per  1,000  of  the  population 
(pulmonary  form  0.99  and  non-pulmonary  form  0.39).  The  efficienev  of 
notification  may  on  the  whole  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year 
as  being  due  to  tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  other  gives  a  death  rate  of  0.81 
]')ei  1,000  of  the  population  for  all  forms  of  the  disease  (pulmonary  form 
0.61  and  non-pulmonary  forms  0.20).  The  rates  in  1939  and  1940  were  0.6s 
0.13,  and  0.58,  0.07  respectively. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  of  non-notified  cases  was  as  i  to  5.7. 


2* — Work  done  during  the  year* 


(a)  At  the  Dispensary* 

During  the  year  369  new  patients  were  examined  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  either  at  the  Dispensary  or  at  their  own  homes. 

Old  patients  made  1,902  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  for  treatment, 
reports  or  observation  purposes. 

Of  the  new  patients,  149  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  definitely  from 
tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  other,  108  from  pulmonary  and  41  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  pulmonary  cases  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

T.B.  —  .  52 

T.B.  +  Group  I  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

T.B.  +  Group  2  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

T.B.  +  Group  3  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

108 


The  explanation  of  the  cubove  groupings  is  as  follows  : — 

Class  T.B.  —  comprises  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  which  the 
tul)ercle  bacilli  were  never  actually  found  in  the  sputum  examined. 

Class  T.  B.  +  comprises  all  the  other  cases,  in  which  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum  has  been  demonstrated  at  some  period  or 
other  of  the  disease.  The  latter  class  is  further  sub-divided  into  Groups  i, 
2  and  3,  corresponding  approximately  and  respectively  to  early,  intermediate 
and  advanced  stages  of  the  disease. 

The  non-pulmonary  cases  were  classified  as  follows  ; — 

Bones  and  Joints  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Abdominal  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  b 

Peripheral  Glands...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  Organs  ...  ...  ...  •.*  3 

41 

The  Tuberculosis  Nurse  made  121  visits  to  the  homes  of  new  patients 
and  1,125  re-visits  to  those  of  old  patients. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  cases  on  the  Dispensary 
Register,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  484.  During  the  year  199  cases  were 
removed  from  the  Register  for  the  following  reasons  :  Cases  regarded  as 
cured  70,  cases  died  63,  and  cases  lost  sight  of  or  tiansfeired  to  othei  areas  66. 

During  the  year  52^  examinations  of  sputum  foi  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Dispensary. 
These  examinations  were  carried  out  in  the  bacteriological  laboratory  of  the 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 
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During  the  year  641  X-ray  Examinations  were  carried  out  at  Sharoe 
(ireeii  Hospital. 

(b)  Chestnuts  Sanatorium* 

There  are  no  important  develo])ments  to  l^e  reported  in  connection  with 
this  Institution  during  the  year.  The  accommodation  rtnnains  the  same, 
namely,  30  beds  (17  male  and  13  female). 

During  the  year  55  ]:)atients  were  admitted,  27  discharged  and  24  died. 

(c)  Residential  Treatment* 

During  the  year  59  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  admitted  to  Sanatoria  (other  than  the  Chestnuts  Sanatorium),  42  were 
discharged  and  2  died  in  Sanatoria.  Thirty-three  patients  suffering  from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  General  and  Special  Hospitals, 
24  were  discharged  and  4  died  in  the  Institntions.  The  number  of 
observation  cases  admitted  and  discharged  during  the  year  was  4. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925* 

Theic  was  no  known  instance  in  which  a  tnbercnlous  i^ersou  was  engaged 
iu  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936*  Section  172* 

There  was  no  instance  in  which  the  Council  applied  for  an  order  for 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  a  tuberculous  patient. 

(D)— VENEREAL  DISEASE* 

The  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  is  carried  out  at  the  Preston  Ro}ail 
Infirmary.  Mr.  R.  Cunliffe  Shaw,  E.R.C.S.,  is  in  charge  of  tlie  arrangements. 

hive  hundred  and  fifty-nine  persons  attended  for  the  first  time,  which 
represents  an  increase  over  last  vear. 

There  were  163  new  cases  of  syphilis,  54%  of  whom  were  males.  This 
figure  is  slightly  higher  than  iast  year.  One  hundred  aud  sixty-one  patients 
ceased  to  attend  before  the  expiration  of  treatment,  of  whom  were  in  the 
infectious  stages. 

Three  hundred  and  two  new  cases  of  gonorrhoea  were  treated.  Over 
75%  ef  the  new  cases  occurred  in  men.  22.8%  of  the  men  and  30.5^^()  of 
the  women  ceased  to  attend  before  completion  c)f  the  treatment.  These 
latter  figures  arc  much  higher  than  those  in  1940. 

Sixty-four  per  cent,  of  all  cases  resided  in  the  Borough,  the  remainder 
mainly  in  the  adjacent  County  area. 

One  thousand  foin  huudred  and  seventv-three  ])ersous  made  10  915 
total  attendances,  a  slight  increase  com])ared  with  last  v('ar, 
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Campaign* 

All  educational  cainpaign  relating  to  the  dangers  inseparable  from 
l^romiscnons  sexual  relations  was  undertaken  by  the  British  Social  Hygiene 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Health  Committee  in  jamiai\v,  1940,  and  was 
continned,  with  intervals,  up  to  the  end  of  March,  1941.  h^ilms  were  shown 
and  addresses  gi^’en  to  large  audiences,  special  meetings  being  arranged  for 
different  groups,  which  included  young  people  of  both  sexes,  parents,  the 
general  public,  and  members  of  H.M.  Forces.  A  large  amount  of  instructive 
literature  was  distributed  at  each  meeting. 

In  addition,  contact  was  made  with  various  organisations  in  the  town, 
the  Clergy,  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Association  of  Hirls’  Clubs,  the 
Preston  Moral  Welfare  Council,  and  the  Rotary  Club,  the  object  being  to 
explain  the  present  social  hygiene  position  in  the  country  and  to  seek  the 
co-operative  interest  of  leading  members  of  the  community. 

(E)— VACCINATION* 

This  work  is  carried  out  b}^  two  public  vaccinators.  Five  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  children  under  i  year  of  age  were  successfully  vaccinated. 
This  total  is  112  more  than  in  the  ])revious  year.  There  were  833 
conscientious  objectors  ;  vaccination  was  postponed  on  a  medical  certificate 
in  41  instances  ;  13 1  children  died  before  vaccination  and  99  removed  to 

other  districts. 
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G. — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(A)— STATISTICS. 

L — Birth  Rate* 

1  he  birth  rate  was  17-27  per  1,000  living,  compared  with  iS-77  in  1040 
The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  7.12. 

Notifications  received  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  reveals  the 
fact  that  38.19  per  cent,  were  notified  by  midwives  ;  23.41  per  cent,  by 
Sharoe  (Ireen  Hospital;  20.17  cent,  by  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary'^; 
14.89  per  cent,  by  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  ;  3.13  per  cent,  by  Private  Nursing 
Homes  ;  and  .21  per  cent,  by  doctors  and  parents. 

2. — Infant  Mortality* 

The  death  rate  (per  1,000  births)  was  71 — legitimate  70,  illegitimate  80. 


(B)— GENERAL* 

L — Maternal  Deaths* 


Maternal  deaths,  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1941* 


Place  of  Death 

Total  Deaths 
in  the 
Borough 

Internal 

Transfers 

External 

Transfers 

Nett 

Preston  Royal 

Infirmary  ... 

5 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

Sharoe  Green  Hospital... 

•  •  • 

2 

•  «  . 

2 

St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  ... 

2 

. . . 

I 

I 

7 

2 

3 

6 

Seven  women  died  m  Preston  during  1941  from  causes  attributable  to 
pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

Of  these,  four  were  Preston  women  and  three  lived  in  surrounding 
districts.  ® 

In  addition,  two  Preston  women  died  in  Sharoe  Green  Hospital. 

Of  the  seven  deaths  within  the  Borough,  five  occurred  in  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary  and  two  in  St.  Joseph's  Hospital. 
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Deaths  were  attributable  to  the  following  causes  : 

1.  Ileus  paralyticus  following  a  Caesarean  section  for  contracted 

pelvis. 

2.  Cardiac  failure  following  haemorrhage  from  a  retained  placenta. 

The  patient  had  some  toxaemia  in  the  last  weeks  of  her 

pregnancy. 

3.  Acute  heart  failure  from  internal  haemorrhage  caused  by  a 

ruptured  ectopic  pregnancy. 

4.  Obstetric  shock  from  a  retained  placenta. 

5.  Haemorrhage  from  incomplete  abortion. 

6.  Pyaemia. 

7.  Puerperal  septicaemia. 

The  two  deaths  of  Preston  women  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  were  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  undermentioned  causes  : 

1.  General  peritonitis  from  septic  abortion. 

2.  Ruptured  ectopic  gestation. 

The  maternal  death  rate  was  3.64  per  1,000  registered  live  births,  and 
'  3.51  including  registered  stillbirths.  The  rates  during  IQ40  were  7.01  and 

6.62  respectively. 

2» — Puerperal  Pyrexia* 

Twenty-eight  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  occurred  in  'the  Borough,  23 
in  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  2  in  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  i  in  a  private 
nursing  home,  and  2  in  private  houses. 

Three  of  these  died,  one  of  tuberculous  meningitis,  one  of  puerperal 
septicsemia,  and  one  of  pyaemia  following  infection  of  perineal  tear. 

All  deaths  occurred  in  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  All  the  other  cases 
recovered  satisfactorily. 

3. — Ophthalmia  Neonatorum* 

Ten  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified.  One  of  these  cases 
died  of  marasmus  in  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  one  was  a  premature  baby 
which  died  at  home,  one  was  diagnosed  as  “  blocked  tear  duct  ”  and  was 
not  an  ophthalmia.  The  other  seven  cases  all  recovered  satisfactorily. 

4* — Stillbirths* 

Fifty-six  stillbirths  were  notified,  18  occurring  at  Preston  Royal  Infirm¬ 
ary,  8  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  13  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  and  17  at  private 
dwellings.  Twenty-two  of  these  mothers  were  primipara,  i,e.,  confined  for 
the  first  time. 


5. — Inspection  of  Midwives^ 


Iwentynine  midwives,  including  ten  Municipal  midwives,  gave  notice 
at  January  1st,  1940,  of  their  intention  to  practise  in  the  Borough.  Two 
more  midwives  gave  notice  ol  their  intention  to  practise  during  the  year. 
These  two  are  practising  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  31  midwives  registered.  These  included  10  Municipal 
midwives,  nine  midwives  practising  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  two  at 
St.  Jo.seph’s  Hospital,  four  in  maternity  homes,  and  six  in  private  practice. 

The  number  of  deliveries  attended  by  Municipal  midwives  was  676,  the 
number  by  independent  midwives  68,  and  those  in  maternity  homes  109. 

Medical  aid  was  sought  by  midwives,  in  accordance  with  Rule  E  (12) 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  in  195  cases,  for  the  reasons  summarised 


below  : 


During  pregnancy 
During  labour 
Lying-in  period 
Condition  of  infants 


20 

120 


14 

41 


In  respect  of  these  calls  74  applications  were  submitted  to  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee  for  financial  assistance.  The  whole  cost 
was  granted  in  42  instances,  and  part  cost  in  ii  instances,  while  the  remaining 
21  were  not  allowed.  Thirty-five  agreed  to  pay  and  did  not  apply  for 
financial  assistance.  This  service  cost  the  Council  £8g  12s. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  applications  for  the  free  service  of  a 
midwife  were  received.  In  97  instances  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  and  in 
II  part  cost  was  granted,  the  remaining  21  not  being  allowed.  This  service 
cost  the  Council  £151  13s.  6d. 

Sixteen  applications  were  received  for  the  free  services  of  a  home  help  ; 
in  10  instances  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  in  one  instance  part  cost  was 
granted,  the  remaining  live  cases  not  being  allowed.  The  cost  of  this  service 
was  £ss  los. 

6. — Inspection  of  Nursing  Homes* 

At  the  end  of  1940^  there  were  five  registered  Nursing  Homes.  One 
new  one  was  opened  during  the  year.  Fourteen  inspection.s'^  were  made. 

7* — Infant  Welfare  Centres* 

The  attendance  at  the  eight  Infant  Welfare  Centres  held  weekly  was 
23.554.  compared  with  25,960  in  1940,  a  decrease  of  2,406.  1,587  infants 

84  per  cent,  of  the  notified  live  births,  attended  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
at  least  once. 

A  Pre-School  Child  Clinic  has  been  held  weekly  at  North  Road,  and 
foitnightlv  at  Fishwick  View  Clinic.  The  total  attendances  were  407. 
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Sale  of  Dried  Milk,  ctc»,  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres* 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  value  of  goods  sold  at  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  from  £1,399  ^940  to  £1,707  in  1941.  The  price  of  all  dried  milk 

and  some  drugs  have  increased  during  1941.  The  supply  of  free  drugs  and 
dried  milk  cost  the  Council  £640. 


8* — Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Centres* 

There  are  three  Ante-natal  Clinics  held  weekly,  two  at  North  Road  and 
one  at  Fishwick  View.  The  attendances  of  patients  at  these  Clinics  are  as 
follows  ; 

Five  hundred  and  fifty  expectant  mothers  made  1,293  attendances 
at  the  Ante-natal  Clinics.  The  corresponding  figures  for  last  year  were 
416  and  1,350. 

Thirt3-seven  patients  made  39  attendances  at  the  Post-Natal 
Clinic,  as  compared  with  18  and  48  last  year. 


9* — Massage* 

Massage  has  been  carried  out  at  North  Road,  Fishwick  View  and  the 
Stone^^gate  Nurser\\  Ninety-two  new  cases  and  68  old  patients  received 
2,581  treatments.  Forty-nine  were  discharged  as  cured,  and  34  failed  to 
complete  the  treatment.  Seventy-eight  children  were  referred  to  the 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  for  advice  and  treatment. 


10*— Artificial  Sunlight* 

This  treatment  is  carried  out  at  Fishwick  View,  and  Moor  Park  Open-Air 
School.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  new  cases  and  88  old  patients  received 
3,788  treatments.  Two  hundred  and  forty-two  children  were  discharged  as 
benefited,  and  85  failed  to  complete  the  course. 


11* — Dental  Treatment* 

Again  there  is  a  reduction  in  the  attendances  and  treatment  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  school  age.  Twenty 
expectant  mothers,  49  nursing  mothers  and  50  children  made  219  attendances 
in  all,  and  treatment  carried  out  included  570  extractions,  32  fillings  and  161 
gas  administrations. 


12* — Infant  Life  Protection* 

There  were  16  boarded-out  children  in  Preston  under  observation  during 
the  year.  The  Health  Visitors,  who  are  Infant  Life  Protection  Officers,  paid 
144  visits  to  the  16  children. 


13.  — Voluntary  Workers. 

Voluntary  workers  have  given  valuable  assistance  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  and  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic.  They  have  organised  free  dinners 
for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  1,410  free  dinners  were  given  to  64 
mothers. 

14. -”Matcrnity  Institutions. 

There  are  32  beds  at  Sharoe  Cireen  Hospital,  40  beds  at  the  IVeston 
Royal  Infirmary,  and  20  beds  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Mount  Street,  making 
a  total  of  82  beds  for  maternity  cases. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-three  applications  were  received  for  a  free  bed 
in  Shaioe  Green  Hospital.  In  119  of  these  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  in 

23  cases  part  cost  was  granted,  and  in  21  applications  no  assistance  was 
given. 

15. —Work  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  689  visits  to  expectant  mothers. 
1  hey  visited  i,743  uew-born  infants  and  paid  7>294  re-visits  to  children  under 
one  year  of  age.  They  paid  12,777  visits  to  children  aged  i-— 5  vears.  They 
investigated  1,004  infectious  cases,  chiefly  measles  and  whooping  cough.  In 
all  they  paid  22,818  visits. 
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